IEVA Statement On Agricultural, Ecological And Humanitarian Situation In Gaza

August 5, 2025
To whom it concerns,

The committee of the Irish Equine Veterinary Association (IEVA) notes with grave concern the
current humanitarian, ecological and health crisis affecting the population of Gaza as a consequence
of the sustained military assault and blockade by Israeli armed forces following the Hamas attacks
of October 7th 2023.

United Nations agencies, including the Food and Agricultural Organization, World Food Program
and UNICEF have warned that two out of three thresholds for famine have been surpassed in Gaza,
with a severe risk of widespread famine if the Israeli government does not immediately permit a full
scale humanitarian response.

There are multiple press reports of the targeting of livestock and agricultural enterprises by Israeli
armed forces. A preliminary assessment of the environmental impact of the sustained Israeli arial
bombardment by the UN environment program indicates widespread and near total destruction of
vital infrastructure including sewage, wastewater and solid waste treatment facilities. Roads,
buildings and other vital infrastructure has been destroyed, with environmental contamination by
unexploded ordnance, asbestos and other toxic materials. Human and animal remains remain buried
in the rubble.

The combination of this destruction with famine like conditions has created an environment ideally
suited to the spread of infectious disease with potential to cause a massive death toll in an
undernourished population with virtually nonexistent medical services.

A thematic report by the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) has
previously highlighted the deliberate targeting of medical facilities including all hospitals in Gaza,
the deliberate killing of medical staff by Israeli forces, including recent reports of deliberate
assassination of 15 paramedics in Rafah, recognized as a war crime under international law.

We commend the work of international aid agencies and medical charities working to alleviate the
suffering of the civilian population of Gaza. We also note the brave work of volunteer veterinary
surgeons working to treat the injured donkeys in Gaza, a vital means of transport to the civilian
population in the wake of infrastructural devastation. We express solidarity with these courageous
aid workers and volunteers working in devastating conditions at great personal risk.

We condemn in the strongest terms war crimes inflicted on the civilian population of Gaza and
request an immediate cessation in hostilities to allow the urgent influx of humanitarian aid.

Sincerely,

The Committee of the Irish Equine Veterinary Association
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